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E.O. 12356*. DECL' NOVEMBER 23, 1988 , 

TAG5: ASEC, HOPS, PIMS, PINT, PINR, SQPN, Mill, US, AF 

SUBJECT: AFGHANISTAN SITUATION REPORT, NOV. fS - 22, 1982 

Wf: KABUL 1868 • 

i. (C. -ENTIRE TEXT.) j 

2. ALL OF THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION MAY BE U?EO *N BRIEFING 
THE PRESS, PROTECTING SOURCES WHERE INDICATEp. 

3. SUHMARr". AUTHORITATIVE ACCOUNTS OF THE SALANG TUNNEL 
DISASTER AGREE THAT SOMETHING UNDER 1,000 PERSONS LOST 
THEIR LIVES FOLLOWING A ROAD ACCIDENT AND THE DENIAL OF 
EXIT TO THOSE INSIDE BY SOVIET SOLDIERS. THE ONLY QUESTION 
IS WHETHER ALL THE VICTIMS DIED OF ASPHYXIATION OR WHETHER' 
SOME WERE SHOT. * \ 

M. ALTHOUGH KABUL HAS SEEN RELATIVELY CALM, JTHE AREA 
ABOUND. IT HAS NOT, AND ASSASSINATIONS IN THE CAPITAL HAVE 
CONTINUED DESPITE HEAVY SECURITY PRECAUTIONS. THE RESISTANCE 
SUCCEEDED EARLIER IN THE MONTH IN RUPTURING .IN TWO PLACE THE 
PIPELINE WHICH BRINGS PETROLEUM FROM THE SQV.IET UNION TO 
SOVIET BASES ON BOTH SIDES OF THE HINDU KUS*. THERE WAS 
ALSO HEAVY FIGHTING IN THE MOUTH OF THE LOG^R VALLEY CLOSE TO 
KABUL WHERE A CONTINGENT OF REGIME TROOPS WAS LANOED BY HELI- 
COPTER- ROCKETED BY THE MUJAHIOEEN, BOMBED *Y ITS OWN HELI- 
COPTERS, AND FINALLY EVACUATED FROM THE ARE* BY HELICOPTER. 
AT LEAST ONE HELICOPTER IS K&OWN TO HAVE BSE.N SHOT DOWN DURING 
ol iSs? AFTER THIS ENGAGEMENT. THE STANDOFF IBETWEEN RESISTANCE 
AND REGIME FORCES SEEMS TO BE RETURNING TO W SHOMALl AREA TO < 
CONFIDENTIAL J 
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?Se »BM. STBBHeCIW FIGHTIfiS BETKEH ""(STANCE GROUPS HAS 
ALSO OEGUN "«»IN IN ONE PERPETUALLY TROUBLED SHOHALl TOUH. 
END SUMHART. I 

s NOTE ON THE SALANG: DURING THE PAST UEEKi HE H*VE HEARO * 

NUHDER OF ACCOUNTS ON THE SALANG TUNNEL DISASTER NHICH COHE 
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FROM AUTHPRITATIVE SOURCES AND WHICH ARE 

POINTS. IT NOW APPEARS LIKELY: -- TY 

T THE TANKER CAUGHT FIRE* ' k 

-- THE SOVIET TROOPS 5T0PPE0 ALL MOVEMENT UN AND OUT OF THE 

TUNNEL, PROBABLY FOf* A PROTRACTED PERIOO* >-- THAT SOMETHING UNDER 

iOOO PERSONS, OF WHOM BETWEEN 200 AND 350 jWERE SOVIETS, LOST 

THEIR LIVES: -- ANO THAT SOME OF THE aOOIEfS ARRIVING IN KABUL 

MAO BEEN STRIPPED OF VALUABLES. 

6. THE MAJOR DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE ACCOUNTS IS AS TO WHETHER 
SOME OF THOSE WHO LOST THEIR LIVES WERE KILLED BY GUNFIRE RATHER 
THAN BY ASPHYXIATION. ON NOVEMBER 18, THE :DRA REGIME MEDIA ISSUEO 
THEIR FIRST STATEMENT ON THE INCIDENT, A TERSE BULLETIN SAYING 
THAT THERE HAD BEEN LOSS OF LIFE IN A ROAD ACCIOENT IN THE 
SALANG AND DENYING. ALLEGED WESTERN NEWS REPORTS THAT SOME OF 

THE VICTIMS HAD BEEN SHOT, HOWEVER, (AR. AFGHAN WHO CLAIMS TO HAVE 
SEEN AT LEAST ONE BULLET-RIDDLED BOOY IN KABUL HOSPITAL 
CONFIRMS THE ACCOUNT OF A WELL PLACED DIPLOMATIC SOURCE < 
PLEASE PROTECT SOTH>JTHAT THERE WAS SHOOTING DURING THE INCIDENT. 

7. SOVIET PETROLEUM PIPELINE RUPTURED: IN THE FIRST PART OF 
NOVEMBER, THE RESISTANCE SABQTAGEO IN TWO PLACES THE PIPELINE 
WHICH BRINGS KEROSENE, GASOLINE ANO DIESEL* FUEL FROM THE BORDER 
AT HAIRATAN TO THE SOVIET BASES AT DASHT-E-KELAGAI TO THE NORTH 
OF THE HINDU KUSH ANO MORE RECENTLY TO THE BAGRAM AIR BASE IN 
THE SHOMALI REGION NORTH OF KABUL. ACCORDING TO AN AFGHAN SOURCE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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UMO TRAVELS FROM HAIRATAN TO KABUL REGULARLY, THE MUJAHIDEEN 
SUCCEEDED IN BLOWING UP T^E PIPELINE NEARJTHE TOWN OFJI 
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SHARIF ON NOVEMBER 4. SEVERAL OF THE SOVIET SQLOIERS SENT TO 
REPAIR THE DAMAGE VEflE REPORTEDLY KILLED 8V LAND NINES PLANTED 
BY THE RESISTANCE AROUND THE BREAK. SOME THREE DAY5 LATER. A 
TRAVELLER TO CHARIKAR, THE CAPITAL OF PARMAN PROVINCE LOCATED 
SOME 75 KILOHETERS NORTH OF KABUL, SAW RESIDENTS OF THE TOWN 
FILLING CONTAINERS HITH ^EUQSEHE WHICH WAS SPIJRTING FROM A 
MAJOR BREAK IN THE PIPE IN OR WEAR THE TOWN LIMITS. ACCORDING 
TO THE TRAVELLER, NO ONE, INCLUDING SEVERAL SOVIET SOLDIERS 
HEARD V, APPEARED TO BE OVERLY CONCERNED ABOUT '.THE BREAK, ANO THE 
POPULATION UAS THUS DOING ALL IT COULD TO STOJON FREE FUEL. 

0. KABUL: FOLLOWING THE NOVEMBER 12 BOMBING OF FOUR RESTAURANTS 
IN KABUL'S HELL-TO-DO SHAR-E-NAU DISTRICT, THE CITY HAS BEEN 
RELATIVELY CALM WITH REGIME MILITARY FORCES REPORTEDLY IN THEIR 
HIGHEST FORMAL STATE OF ALERT. THERE HAVE BEEN FREQUENT HOUSE- 
TO-IIOUSE SEARCHES THROUGHOUT THE CITY, AND IN A DEPARTURE FROM 
STANDARD PRACTICE, THE AREAS mtM FOREIGNERS' LI VE HAVE NOT 
BEEN SPARED, A UNITED NATIONS EMPLOYEE, FOR EXAMPLE, WAS ROUSED 
FROM BED AT SIX A.M. ON THE MORNING OF NOVEMBER If BY A SEARCH 
PARTY AND HAD GREAT DIFFICULTY IN PERSUADING THE GROUP'S COMMANDER 
THAT UNITED NATIONS PREMISES WERE OFF LIMITS. THE REGIME TOOK 
ADVANTAGE OF THE LULL IN THE STORM TO STAGE A MARCH THROUGH THE 
CITY BY COMMUNIST PARTY FAITHFUL ANO MEM8ERS OF THE WORLD PEACE 
COUNCIL UJIICH ENOEO NOVEMBER IB. THE COUNCIL CLOSED ITS DELIBER- 
ATIONS A DAY AHEAD OF SCHEDULE, APPARENTLY BECAUSE A PLANNED 
TRIP TO JALALABAD HAD TO BE CANCELLED FOR SECURITY REASONS. 

?. DESPITE THE HEIGHTENED SECURITY PRECAUTIONS, THE RESISTANCE 
SUCCEEDED IN LENGTHENING THE LIST OF A8DUCTED> AND ASSASSINATED 
PARTY AND MILITARY PERSONNEL . ,0N NOVEMBER 9, AN ARMY OFFICER 
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: I 
NAMED ALLAHUDDIN HAS TAKEN FROM HIS HOME BETWEEN THE SOVIET 
EMBASSY AND THE OARULAME PALACE IN THE SOUTH fOF THE CITY, 
AT ROUGHLY THE SAME TIME, AN»AIR FORCE OFFICER WAS ASSASSINATEO 
IN THE VEITHER KIIMR KHANA SECTION OF TOWN A§ tfE HAS ON HIS KAY 
TO UORK, ANO THE 900IESVF FI¥E HENSERS OF T%E EIGHT INFANTRY 
OIVIDION BASED AT KARGHA OUTSfDE THE CITY HERE FOUND IN THE 
CENTRAL SlfOR BAZAAR ALUA IN MID-NOVEMBER. ON ^NOVEMBER 18, AN^ 
OFFICER HAS SHOT DEAD AT HIS ROME IN THE DARULAMAN DISTRICT, 
AND ANOTHER OFFICER MET A SIMILAR FATE IN BRO DAYLIGHT THE 
NEXT DAY NEAR A GAS STATION IN THE KARTE PARWAN NEIGHBORHOOD. 
FINALLY, ON NOVEMBER 13, THE RESISTANCE FIREQ THREE ROCKETS AT 
THE MILITARY HIGH SCHOOLHE EOGE OF THE SOUTHWESTERN KOTE 
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SANGl SECTION. THE FACILITY HAS UNSCATHED. \ 

10. THE LOGAR VALLEY: ALTHOUGH THERE iERE FEW SOUNDS OF BATTLjE 
FROM THE MOUTH OF THE KVAR VALLEY TO :THE SOUTH OF THE CITY I 
DURING THE WEEK, A HILJWARY OPERATION ! WHICH REGIME FORCES ( 
MOUNTED THERE IN HIO-NCVEHBER MAS. OBVIOUS fOR ALL TO SEE. j 
BEGINNING ON NOVEMBER *7. HELICOPTERS ' If ERE P^SENT IN UNUSUALLY 
LARGE NUMBERS OVER THE VILLAGE OF SHEW! ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF: THE 
CAPITAL. THIS ACTIVITY REACHEO ITS HEIGHT ON NOVEMBER 19, BEFORE 
SUBSIDING TO NORMAL LEVELS. 

U. AN AFGHAN SOURCE (PRQTDFIU0ESCBI8E0 THE INCIDENT **'*"***' 
FRQM10OO TO UOO A.M. ON NOVEMBER 17; SIX REGIME HELICOPTERS 
VISITED THE AREA BETWEEN SHEWAKI AND BAGRAMI AND DISEMBARKED 
AN UNSPECIFIED NUMBER OF TROOPS. THESE MEN REMAINED WHERE THEY 
LANDED AND CAME UNDER ROCKET ATTACK FROM RESISTANCE FIGHTERS 
LOCATED IN THE MOUNTAINOUS CHAKRI AREA NEARBY. AT SOME POINT . 
LATE ON NOVEMBER 18, REGIME HELICOPTERS RETURNEO TO 80MBAR0 
THE AREA BUT SUCCEEDED IN HITTING THEIR OWN TROOPS, CAUSING A 
LARGE BUT UNSPECIFIED NUMBER OF CASUALTIES. THE TROOPS WERE . 
APPARENTLY SUPPOSEO TO RETURN TO KABUL ON N0VEM8ER 18. WHEN THEY 
DID NOT TURN 
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NOVEMBER 19 AND SPENT THE DAY RECOVERING THOSE MEN STILL ALIVE 
ALONG WITH THE BODIES OF THEIR LESS FORTUNATE CiOHRAOES. 

12. SEVERAL SOURCES HAVE ALSO CONFIRMED THAT A .DAMAGED HELICOPTER 
CRASHED IN THE OAGRAMI-KARTE NAW AREA AT THE MOUTH OF THE VALLEY 
ON NOVEMBER 20. ACCORDING TO AN EYE WITNESS, A SECOND HELICOPTER 
WHICH LANOEO NEAR THE SITE OF THE CRASH TO RECOVER THE CREW CANE 
UNDER FIRE FROM HUJAHIOEEN NEARBY BUT MANAGED TO ACCOMPLISH ITS 
MISSION WITH THE AIO OF OTHER HELICOPTERS CIRCUING OVERHEAD. 
PARTS OF THE DOWNED HELICOPTER WERE 8R0GHT BAC* TO KABUL BY TRUCK, 
ANO THE CRASH SITE IS REPORTEOLYOEO BY THREE TANKS. 

13. IT IS GENERALLY AGREED IN KABUL THAT FIGHTING IN THE LOGAR IS 
HEAVY. SPECIFIC REPORTS OF WHAT IS GOING ON IN AREAS MORE REMOTE 
THAN SHEHAKI ANO BAGRAHI FIND THEIR WAY 8ACK TO THE CITY ONLY RARELY. 

Pi, PAGHMAN: 3Y CONTRAST KITH THE LOGAR, THINGS HAVE BEEN 
RELATIVELY CALM IN PAGHMAN 15 KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF KABUL 
DURING THE WEEK, THE ONLY INCIOENT TO COME TO OUR ATTENTION 
OCCURRED ON NOVEMBER 17 WHEN TWO OR THREE ARMORED VEHICLES WERE 
RELIABLY REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN DESTROYED NEAR KHOJA MOSAFER ON 
THE MAIN ROAD FROll KABUL TO THE TOWN. ALTHOUGH. IT IS NOT CLEAR 
WHETHER THE VEHICLES WERE SOVIET OR AFGHAN, WE HAVE RECEIVED 
SEPARATE REPORTING FROM TWO SOURCES THAT BETUEEH TWO AND FOUR 
SOVIETS DIED IN PAGHMAN DURING THE WEEK. WE SUSPECT THEY MAY 
HAVE BEEN KILLED IN THIS INCIDENT. 

15. THE SHOHALI*. THE SHOHALI' THE VERDANT SHOMALI REGION STRETCHING 
FROM THE NORTHERN EOGE OF KABUL? CITY TO THE HUNDU KUSH 
MOUNTAINS AND THE ENTRANCE TO THE PANJSHER VALLEY, HAS BEEN 
CONFIDENTIAL , y 
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SUBJECTECTED SINCE EARLY SUNME& TO REPEATED SMIET AIR AHQ 
GROUND ATTACKS. SOVIET FORCES HAYE TRIED TO UNDERCUT POPULAR 
SUPPORT FOR LOCAL RESISTANCE GROUPS WHICH, IN THE NORTH OF THE 
SHOHALI, ARE ALLIED WITH HA5U0*S JAMIAT-E-ISLAWI RESfSTANCE 
ORGANIZATION IN THE PANJSHER VALLEY. THE S0YIEJ AIM HAS APPARENTLY 
OEEN TO SECURE THE MAJOR HIGHWAY TO THE NORTH f*HJCH RUNS THROUGH 
THE SHOHALI THROUGH THE SALANG TUNNEL. • 

16. THE BOMBING OF VILLAGES NEAR THE HIGHWAY ANO THE CREATION 
OF VIRTUAL WEE-flRE ZONES HAS OBSTRUCTED THE HARVESTING OF 

THE SHOHALTS RICH FIELDS AND DRIVEN THE MAJORITY OF THE POPULATION 
OF THE AREA TO KABUL. ACCORDING TO REPORTS BY TRAVELLERS, THE 
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MARKETS IN VILLAGES AND TOWNS NEAR THE HIGHWAY ARE NOW OFTEN ? 
SHORT OF TEA, SUGAR AND FLOUR BECAUSE OF THE OBSTACLES POSED 8T 
SOVIETS TO NORMAL PROUS ION JNG. T ALSO ACSOROING TO SOURCETHE 
RAISIN TRADE CPROTECT),^THE CROP FROH THE SHOHALI IS SO PERCENT 
OFF ITS NORMAL LEVEL BECAUSE, AMONG OTHER THINGS, IT IS TOO 
DANGEROUS TO PICK IN ARBORS NEAR THE HIGHWAY. FINALLY, THE ' 
CHINESE IRRIGATIGNSYSTE* FROM GULBAHAR SOUTH CANNOT ?E EFFECTIVELY 
USED SINCE PERSONS CANNOT APPROACH NEAR ENOUGH TO THE DIVERSION 
POINTS TO DIRECT AND DIVERT THE WATER. \ [ 

17. THE SCARS LEFT BY THE SOVIETS' SUMMER B0M8AR0MENT .ARE 
INDELIBLE IN SOME AREAS. THE TRAVELLER (AGAIN PROTECT),] WHO ; ■ 
OBSERVED THE TAKING OF KEROSENE FROM THE RUPTURED PIPELINE. IN 
CIIARIKAR REPORTED THAT THAT TOWN HAS SUFFERED TERRIBLY DURING • 
THE SUMMER'S BOMBARDMENTS AND THAT THE ■SITUATION THERE WAS VERY 
TENSE. MANY STRUCTURES HAD BEEN REDUCED TO RUBBLE, AND SOVIET 
AND AFGHAN SOLDIERS HAD TAKEN BEAMS AND OTHER CONSTRUCTION 
MATERIALS FROM THE OESTROYEO BUILDINGS, APPARENTLY TO PREVENT 
THEIR BEING REBUILT. AFTER THREE P.M., THE TRAVELLER SAID.- THE 
STREETS OF THE TOWN BECAME DESERTED BEtAuSE THE TOWNSPEOPLE 
FEARED BEING ACCOSTED EITHER BY THE RESISTANCE OR 8Y SOVIET 
AND REGIME FORCES PATROLLING THERE. 
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POPULATION IS RETURNING TO THE AREA, AND KITH ! 

THE NUMBER AND INTENSITY OF RAIOS AN!} BOMBARDMENTS REDUCED, THE 
OLD STANDOFF BETWEEN THE RESISTANCE *NO THE REGIME IN THE REGION 
APPEARS TO BE REASSERTING ITSELF. IN THE AREA OF KARIZ-E-HIR| 
15 KILOMETERS NORTH OF KABUL, THE REGIME GARRISON LOCATED AT^ THE 
FORMER KING'S GARDEN GENERALLY MANAGES TO COEXIST KITH THE } 
RESISTANCE FORCES WHICH, IN THE ABSEHCE OF SOVIET PATROLS, MpVE 
FREEL V THROUGHOUT THE* REGION. J ; : 

19. SUCH ACCOHOOATIONSrDO NOT ALWAYS 'HOLD. ON NOVEMBER 13, * 
MILITARY PARTY SENT FROM KABUL TO THE GARDEN TO CUT HOOD FOR. THE 
OefZHSE MINISTRY TRIED TO MAKE PEACE KITH A GROUP OF HUJAHIDEEN # 
WHO CAME TO WITNESS THE PROCEEDINGS. WHEN THE COMMANOER OF THE 
PARTY EXTENDED HIS HAND TO THE RESISTANCE LEADER, THE LATTER 
THREW MIM TO THE &ROUHO, AND SHOTS WERE FIREO CLOSE TO HIS TODY 
AS HE LAY BEFORE HIS ADVERSARIES. THE PARTY AND THE GARRISON 

IN THE GAROEN OJD NOT CHALLENGE THE 9UJAHIDEEN, ANO THE WOOD- 
CUTTERS BEAT A RETREAT TO KABUL WITHOUT ENTERING THE GAROEN. 

20. THEHt ARE ALSO STILL OCCASIONAL OUTBREAKS OF FIGHTING, 
PARTICULARLY ALONG THE ROAD LEADING NORTH FROM KABUL. EARLY ON 
THE MORNING OF NQVEHBER 7, A COMBINED SOVIET/REGIME FORCE MOVING 
THROUGH THE TOWN OF SERAI-YE-KHOJA TEN KILOMETERS NORTH OF KABUL 
*AS ATTACKED BY THE RESISTANCE ANO L&ST SEVERAL ARMORED VEHICLES 
AND THEIR CREWS. SERAI-YE-KHOJA WAS HEAVILY BOMBARDED BY HELI- 
COPTERS IN RETALIATION FOR THE ATTACK. ALSO, ON THE NIGHT OF 
NOVEMBER 18-19, /A„TRUCK DRIVER (PROTECT) COMING OUT FROM 
HAIRATAM REPORTEO BEING STOPPED NEAR, JABUL-ES-SERAJ *0 JCILO^ETERS 
FROM KABUL AND PREVENTED FROM GOING bN UNTIL MORNING. Aj-HE 
DRIVER LEARNED THAT %Ht RESISTANCE HfO ENGAGED A MILITARY CONVOY 
CONFIDENTIAL i I • 
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JUST SOUTH OF JABUL-ES-SERAJ ANO HAD CAPTUREO THREE TRUCKS FULL 
OF SuSlTIOnS! S.WERE TAKEN 1 11 TH* INTt IJHE JHW1 IJRI > VAUEY 
TO THE HEST OF THE H\GH*AY OR TO TH& WHIST AN AREA TO THE EAST. 

21 FINALLY, THE INTERNECINE* FIGHTIfcG BETWEEN RESISTANCE GROUPS 
THAT HAS BEEN A PART 'OF LIFE IN THE fcHOMALl GOES ON AS USUI. 
THE LATEST INCIDENT OCCURRED AROUNO NOVEMBER 10 IN THE TOWN*. 
Jf HS?Il". HO KILOMETERS NORTH OF &BIIL AND INVOLVED GROUPS 
LOYAL TO THE JAM AT-E-ISLAMI, TO SEBSHATULLAH MOJADEDI, ANDfTO 

A ?ED T Ah5eD GMLANl.oi ONE SIDE ^MEMBERS *' ?f*^'" * fn 
HE<MATYAR'S HE2B-E-ISLAMI ON THE ?I^irJ?Sr J?i JriSS^Y OVER 
THE ESTALEF REGION HAO SUCCEEDED IN ^ASSERTING HIS PRIMACY OVER 
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GULBUOOIN'S MEN THERE DURING -THE SUHHEfr, JUTJ,HIS CONTROL OF THE 
SITUATION PROVED TEMPORARY. ACCORDING 'TO *f£™TS REACHING fj'^l 
AS MANY AS FORTY RESISTANCE FIGHTERS NAY HAVE OIEO IN THE LATEST 
FIGHTING WHICH IS APPARENTLY NOT OVER YET. I 

22. OAHIAH: A RECENT TRAVELLER FROH BAMIJN REPORTS THAT Yi*T"J LLY 
ALL OF THIS CENTRALLY LOCATED PROVINCE «-«gSl?-$2gJ2 Ji A ?t T I9S s 
MUJAHIOEEN. EVEN IN BAHIAN TO«N, WHERE THE Rf « « JTAitCC H A I MTA I MS 

A PRESENCE, THERE ARE NO SOVIETS, ANO NONE If ""J - ®2* I? 

ROAD BETWEEN CHARIKAR ANO BAHIAN. IN CHARIKAR, ™E SOVIET 
CHECKPOINT EXTRACTS REGULAR 'TOLLS," SOMETIMES INCLUDING THE 
SHOES OF TRAVELLERS, ANO FROH THERE ON THERE ARE NUMEROUS 
RESISTANCE CHECKPOINTS. THE MUJAHIOEEN TOO MAKE LEVIES ON 
TRAVELLERS, SOMETIMES CHARGING AS MUCH AS MOO AFGHANS ($5.00) 
PERPER50N. 
OUNOAR 
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